
 
8/12/20 
 
Dear Amherst Families, 
 
We have created a narrated presentation explaining the Reopening Plan. It can be found on our Reopening 
web page. The presentation, in combination with the Zoom Town Hall meetings scheduled by each building 
principal, should provide answers to what the upcoming school year will look like. 
 
In a previous message, I wrote that the cohort assignments would be available today. Since we extended the 
deadline to Friday (8/14/20) at 4 p.m. to opt in for the full-time remote instructional model, principals cannot 
finalize the cohorts until this weekend. 
 
On Monday, Aug. 17 you will receive an email from your building principal with information on how to access 
the cohort that your child has been assigned to under the hybrid model of instruction. 

● Cohort 1 will be Monday/Thursday 
● Cohort 2 will be Tuesday/Friday 
● Cohort 3 will be high needs students Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
● Cohort 4 will be full-time remote instructional model 

 
Our academic calendar was revised at last night’s Board of Education meeting to readjust the start dates in 
September. Orientation for students entering grades K, 6 and 9 will be held Sept. 9. The first day of school for 
all students will be Thursday, Sept. 10.  Election Day on Tuesday, Nov. 3 will be a remote learning day for all 
students because our buildings are being used as polling places. There will be no school Wednesday, Nov. 25. 
Another calendar change is that in-person Parent Teacher Conference dates have been removed from the 
calendar. Conferences are to be determined at this point and may take place remotely. 
 
Please direct any specific questions or concerns about your child to your building principal. General questions 
can be sent to our Reopening Hotline, reopening@amherstschools.org. All emails will be read and reviewed 
but might not be responded to. Question topics will be used as the basis for an ongoing Frequently Asked 
Question webpage. 
 
Thank you, 
Anthony Panella, Superintendent 

https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/840
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/840
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/12

